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well-known ingratitude of Schwarzenberg (' nous 6ton-
nerons TEurope par notre ingratitude'), no one could shut
his eyes to the possibility that the far weaker cement be-
tween Count Rechberg and myself might be washed away
by any sort of tidal wave. The Emperor Nicholas had
a much stronger foundation for a belief in the trustworthi-
ness of his relations with Austria than we had at the time
of the Danish war. He had done the Emperor Francis
Joseph a service such as scarcely any monarch had ever
done a neighbouring state, and the advantages of mutual
reliance in the monarchical interest against revolution, of
the Italians and Hungarians as well as of the Poles of
1846, made the alliance with Russia weigh heavier in the
scale for Austria than the alliance with Prussia possible
in 1864. The Emperor Francis Joseph has an honour-
able nature, but the Austro-Hungarian ship of state is
of so peculiar a construction that its oscillations, to which
the monarch must adapt his attitude on board, can hardly
be reckoned on in advance. The centrifugal influences of
individual nationalities, the interlacing of the vital inter-
ests which Austria has simultaneously to represent tow-
ards Germany, Italy, the East, and Poland, the ungovern-
ableness of the Hungarian national spirit, and, above all,
the incalculable way in which confessional influences
cross political decisions, lay on every ally of Austria the
duty of being prudent, and of not making the interests of
its own subjects entirely dependent on Austrian policy.
The reputation for stability which the latter had won
under the long rule of Metternich is not tenable accord-
ing to the composition of the Habsburg monarchy, and,
according to its internal motive forces, not in agreement

at all with the policy of the Vienna cabinet before the
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